M A H A T M A

be the battle cry. I venture to claim that I have succeeded by
patient reasoning in weaning the party of violence from its ways. I
confess that I did not attempt to succeed in weaning them from
violence on moral grounds, but purely on utilitarian grounds. The
result, for the time being at any rate, has, however, been to stop
violence. The school of hijrat has received a check, if it has not
stopped its activity entirely. I hold that no repression could have
prevented a violent eruption, if the people had not had presented to
them a form of direct action involving considerable sacrifice and
ensuring success if such direct action was largely taken up by the
public. Non-co-operation was the only dignified and constitutional
form of such direct action. For it is the right recognized from times
immemorial of the subject to refuse to assist a ruler who misrules.
"At the same time I admit that non-co-operation practised by the
mass of people is attended with grave risks. But in a crisis such as
has overtaken the Musalmans of India, no step that is unattended
with large risks can possibly bring about the desired change. Not
to run some risks will be to court much greater risks, if not virtual
destructions of law and order.
"But there is yet an escape from non-co-operation. The Muslim
representation has requested Your Excellency to lead the agitation
yourself, as did your distinguished predecessor at the time of the
South African trouble. But if you cannot see your way to do so, and
non-co-operation becomes a dire necessity, I hope that you will
give those who have accepted my advice and myself the credit for
being actuated by nothing less than a stern sense of duty.53
Gandhi's appeal to the Viceroy was an expression of his faith in
the British people. "Freemasonry is a secret brotherhood which has,
more by its secret and iron rules than by its service to humanity,
obtained a hold upon some of the best minds. Similarly there seems
to be some secret code of conduct governing the official class in India
before which the flower of the great British nation fall prostrate and
unconsciously become instruments of injustice which, as private
individuals, they would be ashamed of perpetrating."
His earnest appeal to the Viceroy had no effect. On July 7 the
Non-co-operation Committee gave instructions as to "how and
when to act". In this programme the surrender of all the titles of
honour and honorary posts, boycott of schools and colleges and
of courts and the councils figured prominently. The committee